
  TTEECCHHNNIICCAALL  UUPPDDAATTEE  

Date: May 2 1 , 2 0 1 3  

SUBJECT:  Using Elastom eric Pipe I nsulat ion over  React ive Gel ( RG)  Products 

Using elastom eric pipe insulat ion over Polyguard’s React ive Gel (RG)  fam ily of corrosion resistant  gels presents a unique set  of 

applicat ion requirements that  m ust  be addressed by the insulat ion cont ractor. 

As its name im plies, elastom eric insulat ion is elast ic. When form ed into round sect ions, either 3’ or 6’ long, the m aterial m ust  be 

bent  open so that  it  can be installed around the pipe. I t  then returns to its or iginal diam eter. Once installed on the pipe the 

longitudinal joints and but t  joints are sealed with either tape or sealant  or a com binat ion of the two. 

RG products are installed on the pipe pr ior to the insulat ion in a 20-25 m il thickness. The RG does not  harden and can be disturbed 

by the elastom eric insulat ion installat ion process. I t ’s important  that  an adequate thickness of RG be m aintained on the pipe to 

prevent  corrosion. I n addit ion, the RG can get  in the insulat ion joints and reduce the effect iveness of the insulat ion sealant . 

Polyguard recom m ends that  after installat ion of the RG, a layer of st retch wrap film  be spiral wrapped around the RG-covered pipe 

pr ior to installat ion of the insulat ion. This will help keep the RG in place and m inim ize contam inat ion of the elastom eric joints. 

This st retch-wrap film  is econom ical and available from  m any sources. One source is ULI NE which offers it s Mini-Wrap products in 

2” , 3”  and 5”  x 1000 ft  rolls with a handle dispenser for easy spiral wrapping. 
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